
Take Veasna (a pseudonym), for example. “No matter 
how much you study, you will never amount to anything. 
Your lot in life is to work as a slave,” Veasna’s uncle told 
her one day. Fear gripped the young girl’s heart. In rural 
Cambodia, where one third of the population lives on $2 
to $3 per day, many children are forced into slavery or 
prostitution. Will this be my fate? Veasna wondered.
Her uncle’s struggle to find steady work made life difficult 
for the family. Veasna often came to school with no lunch 
or just a little rice and fish paste. At 12 years old, she had 
dropped out of school so many times that she was still in 
the second grade. Yet she was a bright girl. 
Bunthim prayed for her and did all he could to help her,  
but halfway through the school year, she disappeared.  
Bunthim learned that her uncle had taken her to the  
capital city of Phnom Penh to work as a maid in a  
private home. 
Like Veasna, most child trafficking victims are trafficked 
by a trusted acquaintance, and economic hardship is 
often the driving factor. 
Education is critical to fighting poverty and child  
trafficking, and ASAP Ministries’ mission schools  
are uniquely equipped to help.
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Join the UPLIFT Campaign to 
Protect Vulnerable Children
Dear Friends, 
At a recent ASAP missionary training event, I had the privilege of  
interviewing Bunthim, a dedicated teacher at the Samraong Adventist 
School (SAS). We cried together over the challenges his students face. 
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“No matter how much you 
study, you will never amount 
to anything. Your lot in life is 
to work as a slave.”

E Veasna was in second grade at Samraong Adventist School 
when she disappeared. 



AL 0823

•	Strategic Location: ASAP schools are strategically 
located among at-risk populations. 

• Growing Safe Curriculum: ASAP’s Growing Safe 
curriculum teaches students their identity as 
God’s children and how to avoid unsafe behaviors 
and situations.

• Prayer and Advocacy: ASAP teachers are  
committed Christians who pray and advocate  
for the safety of their students.

While these advantages do not guarantee a happy 
ending, there is still hope for children like Veasna. 
During her time at SAS, she came to know and love 
God. Just as He was with the Israelite girl who served 
as a maid in Naaman’s house, He is with Veasna now.
There are happy endings, too! Another one of Bunthim’s 
students named Sreyleak (a pseudonym) often seemed 
sad and kept to herself. She lived with her grandmother, 
and they were desperately poor. Sometimes Sreyleak 
ate only two or three meals a week. 
Bunthim and the local pastor prayed for Sreyleak 
and shared meals with her. Soon, her focus in 
the classroom improved, but then one day, she 
disappeared. Bunthim learned that Sreyleak’s 
grandmother had died. An aunt had taken her in,  
but Bunthim sensed something was wrong.  
Sreyleak frequently missed class and sometimes  
came to school with bruises on her arms.
Bunthim visited Sreyleak’s aunt and explained how 
much the girl needed her love. He urged her to 
stop beating Sreyleak and to treat her like her own 
daughter. Gradually, the situation improved. Sreyleak 
even began calling her aunt “Mom.” Now, she is back in 
school and thriving!
As children across America head back to school, 
many children in Southeast Asia do not have access 
to the educational opportunities we take for granted. 
Like Veasna and Sreyleak, they need someone to 
UPLIFT them. And they need to know Jesus. When 
the children of Israel were suffering in Egypt, “with 
an uplifted arm [God] brought them out of it” (Acts 
13:17b, NKJV). Today, God has called us, by the power 
of His Spirit, to UPLIFT those who are suffering the 
ravages of poverty. 

“Rescue the weak and 
needy; save them from 
the hand of the wicked” 
(Psalm 82:4, NASB). 



You can impact the lives of at-risk children during 
ASAP’s UPLIFT campaign. Between now and the 
end of our fiscal year on September 30, your gift 
will replenish ASAP’s Education Fund, providing 
teacher stipends, textbooks, and school supplies, and 
covering the cost of education for students whose 
families could not otherwise afford it. You can also 
sponsor an at-risk student for a monthly gift of $30 
or an entire school for a yearly gift of $4,000 or more. 
Will you become an advocate for children like Veasna 
and Sreyleak? Will you pray for their safety and 
salvation? Will you give so they can experience the 
life-changing power of God’s love? May God richly 
bless you as you UPLIFT these little ones!
Gratefully,

Julia O’Carey 
Chief Executive Officer 
ASAP Ministries, Inc. 

Please use my gift of $_________ to support ASAP’s 
Education Fund
I authorize ASAP to charge $_________ on the 
_________ day of each month to the credit card list-
ed on the reverse to sponsor an at-risk child  
(Note: Sponsorship costs $30 per month per child).
Please use my gift of $_________ to support ASAP’s 
Greatest Needs Fund

Please provide contact and payment information on reverse side.VISIT ASAPMINISTRIES.ORG/GIVE  
TO DONATE ONLINE.

You can impact the lives of at-risk children during ASAP’s UPLIFT campaign

“God has called us, by the power 
of His Spirit, to uplift those who 
are suffering the ravages of 
poverty.”





YES! I want to UPLIFT suffering children 
in Southeast Asia.







HERE IS MY GIFT TO PROTECT VULNERABLE CHILDREN
Your Name:_ ___________________________________  

Address:_______________________________________  

City:__________________________________________  

State/Province:_________________ Zip:_____________

Email:_________________________________________

Phone:________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: ASAP Ministries 	 ASAP is a registered §501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax-deductible. 

  Cash    Check/Money Order    Credit Card 

Please charge my gift of $______________________ to:

     		 	  	 	

Card #:__________________________  Exp:____ /____  CVC Code:_____

Name on Card: _______________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________   Date: ____ /____ /____
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ASAP Ministries’ annual 
education budget

1,575,000
People living in modern 
slavery in mainland 
Southeast Asia (Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, 
and Vietnam)*

#5
#9
The rankings 
of Myanmar 
and Cambodia, 
respectively, 
among all 
countries in Asia 
and the Pacific, 
for vulnerability 
to modern 
slavery*

The number of students in 
ASAP Ministries-supported 
schools for at-risk children

7,482

million
$1.2
How ASAP Ministries Schools Help Fight Child Trafficking 

• ASAP schools are in strategic locations among at-risk populations. 
• Our Growing Safe Curriculum teaches children how to avoid unsafe behaviors and situations.
• Christian Teachers that pray and advocate for the safety of their students. 

*Walk Free 2023, The Global Slavery Index 2023, Minderoo Foundation.


